
Engl 4100 Studies in Medieval British Literature 
Dr. Cynthia A. Rogers  ❦ Morrill 309B  ❦ cindy.rogers@okstate.edu 
Office Hours: W 1:30-3:40PM, T 8:00-8:50AM 
 

 
 
How do stories of knights, ladies, monks, mystics, treasures, monsters, 
and magic fit into the actual history of a global Middle Ages?  
Reading in the Middle Ages was a social activity, meant to spark conversation, debate, and 
creative responses. In this course, we will read a wide variety of medieval literature in this 
interactive way—thinking through the different answers that radiate out from the questions 
embedded in the texts.  For instance, which path leads to true love? Who do we include as a 
society, and who do we cast out? What happens when we take revenge? How can we fight for 
the “common good?” What are the positive and negative stereotypes about women? We will also 
be exploring how—for good or for ill—our own moment in time seeks to find answers to such 
questions by looking backwards to the Middle Ages.  
 
Textbooks: 
Broadview Anthology of British Literature: The Medieval Period, ed. Joseph Black Leonard 

Conolly, Kate Flint, et al. (2006).  Paperback $40, ISBN: 978-1551119656 
Sentimental & Humorous Romances, ed. Erik Kooper, TEAMS (2006). Open access: 

https://d.lib.rochester.edu/teams/publication/kooper-sentimental-humorous-romances 
[Paperback also available for purchase: $19.95, ISBN: 978-1-58044-103-2] 

Confessio Amantis Vol 1 by John Gower, ed. Russell Peck, TEAMS (2006). Open access: 
https://d.lib.rochester.edu/teams/publication/peck-confessio-amantis-volume-1  
[Paperback also available for purchase: $29.95, ISBN: 978-1-58044-102-5] 

Pearl, ed. Sarah Stanbury,TEAMS (2001). Open access: 
https://d.lib.rochester.edu/teams/publication/stanbury-pearl 
[Paperback also available for purchase: $14.95, ISBN: 1-58044-033-9] 
 

Assignments and Grading Distribution 
4 Reflections (250–350 words apiece) 20% 
Term Paper 30% 
Mid Term Exam 15% 
Final Exam 20%  
Participation and Homework 15%  
 100% 
 



 

 
Reflection Papers: These are bite-sized (250-350 word) opportunities to think through ideas, 
topics, characters, and language. They are intended to let you synthesize the information you are 
reading. You will sign up to do 4 of them. If you have an idea for an alternative Reflection 
(perhaps on a different reading, or incorporating a creative component), contact me ahead of time 
and get it approved. (Reflections are due in paper form at the beginning of class on their 
individual due dates.)  
 
Term Paper- Research: Talk with me about your ideas before you begin. You will create a first 
draft of your paper, which will be work-shopped in a small group meeting with me. The final 
version will be 3,500–4,500 words and include a minimum of 5 scholarly sources plus the source 
texts.  
 
Midterm and Final Exams: These exams will assess your comprehension of the text, 
knowledge of terms, and ability to synthesize the course material. It will be divided into: 1/3 
short answer, 1/3 identify 5 substantive elements in a short block of text (meaning of the passage, 
character, key concepts, literary terms- genre, meter, etc.), and 1/3 essay question asking you to 
synthesize information from the readings. 

 
Participation: Most medieval authors wrote their poetry to inspire conversation—so I think 
you’ll find participation enjoyable this semester. My expectations for “excellent” participation 
are:  
• Student is present, on-time, has read the material for the day, and prepared reading notes that 

they bring to class. 
• Student frequently contributes to class discussions and is clearly engaged in discussions even 

when not a direct participant (through active listening and note-taking).  
 
Ground Rules for This Class 
• Come see me! I am always happy to meet and talk with students. Please feel free to drop in 

during my office hours, or to ask for a meeting at other times. You can email me at any time 
and I will get back to you as I can, although it might not always be immediately. 

• Absences: You have four unexcused absences over the course of the semester. Starting with 
your fifth absence, your final course grade will be lowered by 5 points for each new absence. 
Email and let me know if you are going to be absent. If you give me enough warning, I can 
often arrange for you to attend via Skype to avoid accruing an absence. You are responsible 
for keeping up with the reading and getting notes from a classmate for days you are absent. 

• Late to class:  If you arrive after I have taken roll, you can “buy back” that absence by 
emailing me a 250 word summary of the class before the end of the day. (That lets me know 
you were there taking good notes, and also makes you try a little harder to be on time next 
time.) 

• Late Assignments: The final grade of an assignment will be reduced 5% for each day it is 
late. If you know in advance you need extra time, contact me and make arrangements.  

 
Middle English Resources: 
Middle English Dictionary: https://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/med/ 
Oxford English Dictionary: http://ezp.slu.edu/login?url=http://www.oed.com 
Harvard’s Geoffrey Chaucer Website: http://chaucer.fas.harvard.edu 
  
  



Schedule of Readings and Assignments/ Fall 2020 
 

BA= Broadview Anthology of British Literature: The Medieval Period 
TEAMS= Inexpensive editions that are open access (available for free online)  
ModEng = Text has been translated into Modern English 
 
Welcome to Studies in Medieval British Literature 
Aug 18–T Introduction to medieval manuscript culture and reading practices.  
 

Early English 
Aug 20–TH • Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the English People: “4 Abbess Hild of 

Whitby; The Miraculous Poet Cædmon,” and “5 Cædmon’s Hymn” 
[ModEng] (BA 11-15)  

• “The Battle of Maldon” [ModEng]  (BA 96-100) 
Aug 25–T • Exeter Book Riddles [ModEng] (BA 29-31) 

• “Bee Charm” [ModEng] (BA 33) 
• "Dangerous Voices...Witches in Leechbook III." from Feminist Approaches 

to Anglo-Saxon Studies, by Erin Sweany (excerpts on Canvas) 
 

Chivalry 
Aug 27–TH • Geoffroi de Charny's Book of Chivalry excerpt [ModEng translation of 

Middle French] (Chivalry/Malory handout on Canvas) 
In Class: Intro to Malory's Late Middle English  

Sept 1–T • "The Tale of Sir Gareth" L'Morte d'Arthur by Malory (Chivalry/Malory 
handout on Canvas, pgs 1-26) 

Sept 3–TH • "The Tale of Sir Gareth" continued (pgs 27-49) 
In Class: Intro to Chaucer's Middle English (Bring BA to class) 

Sept 8–T •  “The Franklin's Prologue" and "Tale” from Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales 
(BA 435/ lines 1-566) 

Sept 10–TH • "The Franklin's Tale" continues (lines 567-952) 
Sept 15–T • Sir Lanval (ca 1175) Breton Lai by Marie de France [ModEng translation of 

Anglo-Norman French] (BA 166-181) 
Sept 17–TH • The Public Medievalist Special Series: Race, Racism, and the Middle Ages:  

"Intro: Race, Racism, and the Middle Ages: Tearing Down the “Whites 
Only” Medieval World" 
"Were Medieval People Racist?" 
"Who Built Africa?" 

• The Invention of Race in the European Middle Ages by Geraldine Heng 
(excerpts on Canvas) 

In Class: Intro to Floris and Blanchflour: Muslim Spain and North Africa  
Sept 22–T • Floris and Blanchefour from Sentimental and Humorous Romances 

(TEAMS online/ lines 1-514) 
Sept 24–TH • Floris and Blanchefour continued (lines 515-959) 
Sept 29–T • Floris and Blanchefour continued (lines 960-1227) 

• The Travels of Sir John Mandeville excerpts [ModEng] (BA 487-498) 
Oct 1–TH • “Pwyll, Prince of Dyfed” from the Mabinogi [ModEng translation from 

Middle Welsh] (BA 224-234) 
Oct 6–T Catchup Day & Mid-term Review 
Oct 8–TH Midterm 

  



 

Fin'amor (Noble Loving) 
Oct 13–T • The Art of Love excerpts by Andreas Capellanus [ModEng] (BA 310-312) 

• Lovesickness in the Viaticum of Constantinus Africanus (handout on 
Canvas) 

• Arab, Hebrew, Troubadour love lyrics [ModEng] (handout & audio in 
original languages on Canvas) 

Oct 15–TH Middle English Lyrics: 
• “Lent is come with love to town” (BA 192) 
• “Betwene Mersh and Averil” (BA 190) 
• “Maiden in the mor lay” (BA 194) 
• “Sumer is icomen in” (BA 190 & audio) 
• “Fowles in the frit” (BA 190 & audio) 
• “The Lady Dame Fortune is both frende and foe” (196) 
Old English Elegy:  
• “The Wife’s Lament” [ModEng] (BA 21) 
• “Wulf and Eadwacer” (Sarah Higley Old English machinima online: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SbwbuDc-oT8) 
Oct 20–T In Class: Intro to Medieval Leisure Culture 

• "Chapter 9: Game of Love" by John Stevens (excerpts on Canvas) 
• “The Owl and the Nightingale” excerpt [ModEng] (BA 312-315) 
• “The Parliament of Fowles” by Chaucer (handout on Canvas, lines 1-294) 

Oct 22–TH • “The Parliament of Fowles” continued (295-699) 
Oct 27–T • "Tale of Three Questions" from Confessio Amantis Book 1 by Gower 

(TEAMS online, lines 3067-3446) 
In Class: Intro to the Querelle des femmes (the Nature of Women Debate) 

Oct 29–TH “Wife of Bath's Prologue” (BA 394, lines 1-828 & ModEng handout on 
Canvas) 

Nov 3–T • Late medieval lyrics and debate excerpts from the Findern MS & the 
Devonshire MS (handout on Canvas) 

 

Faith 
Nov 5–TH Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the English People: “3 The Life and 

Conversion of Edwin, King of Northumbria” [ModEng] (BA 6-11) 
• “Dream of the Rood” [ModEng] (BA 23-26) 
Middle English Religious Lyrics: 
• Late-medieval carols (handout & audio on Canvas) 
• “Erthe tok of erthe” (BA 194) 
• “I sing of a maiden” (BA197) 
• “Adam lay ibounden” (BA 197) 
Introduction to the Prioress and "Alma Redemptoris Mater" 

Nov 10–T • “The Prioress’s Prologue” and “Tale” from Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales 
(BA 462-482, lines 1-256) 

• “Haunted by Jews: Re-membering the Medieval English Other” by 
Miriamne Ara Krummel (Handout on Canvas) 

Groups Group meetings W-F to review first drafts of term papers. 
Your date and time: 

Nov 12–TH • Pearl by the Pearl/Gawain Poet (TEAMS online) [Be prepared to read your 
assigned passage aloud and paraphrase it for the class.] 



Nov 17–T Female Mystics in England 
• A Revelation of Love by Julian of Norwich (BA 506, Chapters: 2, 5, 58) 
• The Book of Margery Kempe (excerpts BA 523, intro; Proem, Preface, chap 

1-3; 11) 
Nov 19–TH In Class: Intro to Medieval Drama 

• Quem Quaeritis: Liturgical drama (BA 585-586) 
• Noah's Flood from the Chester Cycle and Douay-Rheims Bible (ModEng 

translation of the Vulgate) passages from Genesis: (BA 587, intro and lines 
1-328) 

Nov 23-27  Fall Break 
Dec 1–T • Second Shepherd's Play (BA 599, lines 1-769) [Watch the Sewanee 

production of the play and read along in your book: 
https//youtu.be/YNYssOXybz4] 

Dec 3–TH Final Exam Review 
Dec 4–F Term paper due on Canvas by midnight. 
Final Exam  

 


